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North Dakota Territory existed from its formation on March 2, 
1861 to November 2, 1889, when it became a state.  Before 1861 

it was part of Minnesota — first, part of Minnesota Territory from 

1849 to 1858, when Minnesota became a state, then part of the 
state of Minnesota until March 2, 1861.  It is not generally known 
that legislators in the Minnesota Legislative Assembly during its 
territorial period represented parts of North Dakota.  In 1851, for 
example, Norman Kittson was elected to the Legislative Council 
and Joseph Rolette and Antoine Gingras were elected to the 
House of Representatives to represent Pembina County, 
Minnesota, also known as the Red River District. These men, 
especially Kittson and Rolette, played important roles in the pre-
territorial politics of North Dakota.  They are featured in George B. 
Winship’s recollections “Early Politics and Politicians of North 
Dakota” published in the April 1923 issue of The Quarterly Journal 
of the University of North Dakota.  It is posted here. 
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William E. Lass, “The First Attempt to Organize Dakota Territory” 
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